
S U M M A R Y
This activity requires students to use the visualize feature of the Database of Religious History 
(DRH) to examine a single religious practice and how it is expressed in different regions and 
time frames. It is assumed that students are already familiar with the visualize feature, and 
have completed Activity Three: Visualizing Data and the Database of Religious History.

P U R P O S E
The purpose of this activity is to consider how a single religious belief or practice presents in 
different religious groups through space and time. This will help students to consider the 
variety of ways that a certain type of practice might be expressed. At the same time, they will 

I N S T R U C T I O N S
(Note: if you forget how to complete certain steps, you may want to return to activity three for 
more detailed instructions)

Discuss the presence, distribution, and different expressions of a selected religious practice or 
belief. Be sure to highlight how this belief/practice is expressed in 3-5 different religious groups 
from separate regions and time periods. Use the following instructions and questions to 
prepare your discussion. 

ACTIVITY SIX

Considering and Comparing 
Religious Practices

1. Begin by selecting a DRH query. Several examples have been provided below, but you   
 can base your analysis on any query that interests you, or that your instructor suggests. 
 a) Suggested queries:
  i. Non-human supernatural beings are present
  ii. Reincarnation in this world
  iii. Are there special treatments for adherents’ corpses
  iv. Are messianic beliefs present
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2. Go to the “visualize” feature, and search for your query.
 a) You can now see the distribution of answers for this question over time and space.   
  You can deselect the answers to get a better visual of the presence or absence of   
  this practice/belief.
 b) Use the basic results of this search to answer question 1 below.

3. Deselect all answers except “yes”. Scroll down to the timeline. Use the sliders and toggles  
 to see where this practice appears at certain times and in certain regions. 

  i. Filter your query to include only answers from this early time frame.

   good comments in their answer – if you don’t see a good one, expand the time  
   frame until you do. Select the name of the religious group entry.

  recommended.

 d) Use the entries for these different religious groups to answer questions 2-5. 
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1. How widespread is this practice/belief? 

  and its presence throughout time. Do you notice any regional or temporal 
  patterns?
 b. You may wish to include a screenshot of the map or timeline as a visual in your  

 practice/belief.

  approaches to this belief/practice? Did the experts interpret the question in 

  individual entries.

3. Read through the rest of the entries more carefully. 

  case? How is it affected by other aspects of the religion?
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 groups. You may wish to start with the sources provided within each entry. Does your  
 additional research change any of your perceptions? Do you agree with the expert’s   
answer? What, if any, additional information would you add to the comment to 
 better explain the answer?

  of the database, or the way that experts entered data affect your ability to 
  complete the assignment? 


